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Cute dogs for adoption near me

Keep up with the latest daily buzz with the BuzzFeed Daily newsletter! Twice in my life I owned a dog. Both times, I was so energized with the dog, all caged up at the shelter and ready to escape to a loving home, that I pushed aside any serious concerns about the responsibility I take on. I thought I'd deal with problems when they happened. For the most
part, that worked. After all, you can't worry too much about what didn't happen. But you can be prepared. Both of my dogs have given me many different opportunities to learn what really goes into owning a life, breathing, eating, pooping, thinking, chewing, high-energy, accident-prone, vaccination-need, attention-seeking being. And while nothing could make
me regret bringing one of my wonderful dogs home — no matter how high the vet bills or how frustrating the training — I wish that I would have gone into the adoptions with eyes wide open. (And maybe a little more padding in my savings account.) While I just hindsight, it's 20-20. I hope that it can help someone else prepare a little more for what they get into
when they sign up for a dog. Here are the seven things I wish someone would have told me before signing the adoption papers, likewise I knew exactly what I was getting. Whatever you think you're going to spend on a dog, triple it. Better still, quadruple it. And depending on your dog, double whatever the sum of your quadrupling. Americans spent $55.7
billion on pets in 2013. We had an estimated $58.5 billion in 2014. In fact, we spend billions more each year than the previous year to our non-human relatives. Why? Because we care. The bulk of what we spend goes to better food. These days, it's hard to just trust any old look at ground-up goodness-knows-what. Is it nutritious? Is it safe? Is it ethical? More
and more pet stores offer better options such as dehydrated or frozen raw food made with organic ingredients. Honest cuisine, Granny Lucy's, Small Batch, Orijen, Stella &amp; Chewy's, Primal, Natural Balance and other brands have come on the market to offer dog owners just the best for their puppies. And they're not cheap. Beyond the absolute basics of
food, there are the basics of annual vaccinations and the licensing of your dog with your city. There are also microchips your dog and getting him registered in search databases, which is a major step in ensuring a lost dog can be returned to his or her owner. Then there are the vet visits - not predictable in when they will happen or why, but predictable in that
they will indeed happen. Some dogs are prone to skin infections or allergies or ear infections. Young dogs are at risk of injuring themselves in rambunctious play. Old dogs run the risk of developing arthritis, or the scary c-word, And there's always the cost of monthly flea, tick and heartworm medications. Some pet owners choose to get pet insurance with
monthly payments in case of an emergency or as a way to cope prescriptions if the dog has special health needs, so there's another monthly cost to consider. Then there's the money you don't spend on your dog, but you spend because of your dog. Replacing furniture or carpets, for example. I had to get a toilet repair (ball got stuck in it) and replace a
window (ball went through it) and installed a new fence (ball went under it so the dog went through it). There are the essentials such as baths and care and nail trim. And there are the fun things like collars, labels, treats, beds, crates, harnesses, clues, sweaters or boots if you live in cold climates, cool blankets if you live in hot climates, bully sticks and
marrow legs, chew toys and stuffed toys, replacement toys, replacement toys And there's the cost of classes. An obedience class or two is a must. But there are also private coaches to get one-on-one help. Special classes for dogs with specific issues such as reactivity or shyness. There are dogs good burger classes or agility classes or rally classes or
odorwork classes. What if you travel a lot and need to board your dog with someone while you're away? Or what if you work all day and have to hire a dog walker or enroll your pooch in doggy daycare so they get enough exercise and not tear everything up in the house? So when I say double what you quadrupled, I don't exaggerate. You don't pay for an
adoption fee, a collar, leash and food — oh, not by a long shot. Still, it all doesn't add up to not getting a dog. This just means that you need to do serious thinking about budgeting and making decisions about what you're going to spend money for and prepare for the fact. michaelcanavan/Getty Images Now that your wallet is empty, it's time to start emptying
your mental and physical energy reserves. I joke, but really, it's important to understand just how much energy goes into a dog. When you come home tired at the end of a long working day, the exuberance with which your dog greets you is absolutely wonderful. And now the dog's built-up energy needs to be burned down for the sake of common sense. For
the most part, any dog of any size or age should have at least an hour-long walk every day, bare minimum. Dogs with more energy need more walking (or better yet, running and fetching and exploring new hiking trails or park roads). If you're lucky, you can have other people around you who can take on some of that walk. But if you're not, that means once
you walk in the door at the end of the day, you need to turn around and walk out of it, dog in tow. It's not just the step and games of fetching that are necessary. Training is also a must, and that means investing mental energy into your dog - providing the patience and guidance needed to help you help learn how to be a stable, confident, well-behaved best
friend. Depending on your dog, this be a piece of cake. Maybe your dog is already super well adapted and friendly with self-imposed good manners. But more likely, your dog may have some things to work on, such as remembering when off leash, a solid sit-stay, polite ways when greeting other dogs, walking on a loose leash, and so on. Maybe your dog is
scared, reactive, shy, or dog-aggressive and you still need to invest more work in figuring out how to make the world a less scary, more navigable place for your dog. No matter who your dog is, you tend to have some things you have to invest mental energy into working on every day, on top of the physical energy that goes to make sure the dog is exercised.
Let's talk a little more about training. I wish I would have been told that training is an everyday-for-life thing. When I adopted my first dog, I thought you were just going to obedience class, teaching your dogs some obedience, and then you have an obedient dog. I laugh at myself every time I think back to that naiveté. Dogs are not static creatures. They have
their own unique personalities and their brains are always churning, always coming up with new ways to get what they want or it's to get to the park faster, or to sneak the roast chicken left unattended on the counter, or to cuddle up on the no-dogs-allotted couch. Dogs have impulses, temptations, fears, triggers, bouts of energetic disease or ill-thought
outness just like any other being. Helping a way of thinking navigate the world requires active training, every day, for life. Sometimes a dog who is trained to sit before being allowed to go out the door will be too excited to remember this requirement and, if the dog gets away with it several times, he will start to test the limits of the rule. So, training starts again.
Sometimes a dog will develop a new fear of, say, trash cans, and new training should start for how to help the dog walk calmly past trash cans. Maybe your family brings home a second dog. This means that your first dog will need new training on how to deal with a second dog around at meal times, on walks, during pressure sessions, sharing toys or in
countless other ways. Life always presents new challenges, and this fact with your dog being a thinking means that training is a non-stop, lifelong process. Unless you live alone, there are probably going to be some things that appear that require family meetings, or maybe even family therapy. Who is in charge of what aspects of caring for the dog — and
who limps into their role — might be a problem. Relatives who let the dog away with something another relative tries to train the dog not to do can be a problem. Aspects of the dog's personality that find one relative engaging while another relative loathes can be a problem. Perhaps a new person joins the family, who dynamics are changing and new
problems need to be addressed. A personal example comes from my very vocal dog. He loves to tell us everything he thinks, think, he thinks it. For me, the barking is kind of annoying, but I know he just tells me what's on his mind and I can (mostly) get him to stop. On my wife, on the other hand, she's barking nails on a chafing board. One or two bass makes
her tense, but when he goes into one of his insane ones, she's ready to pack up and leave. We've had a lot of conversations about how to handle one of his freak-outs, who takes the lead role in getting him to settle when he goes into a flurry and, more importantly, how to be supportive of the other person — me to understand that his bark grabs extraordinary
for my wife and takes so no-bass training seriously, and my wife learns to take some deep breaths while trying to melt him out, and not add to the comroarance by yelling at him. It was important to acknowledge that this is a real stressor in our relationship with each other, and something we need to address on a human level, let alone on a training level with
the dog. You and your significant other or family members can go into owning a dog all rose-tinted and starry-eyed, but there are real issues that are almost guaranteed to come up. And the hard part is that they are almost impossible to predict until they become a problem. It is important that the whole family is on the same page. Not only does it mean to
decide which rules and roles are going to be put in place before the dog comes home, but also to be open to talking about problems as a family when they come up. Thomas Barwick/Getty Images Having a dog is a bit like having a kid in that unplanned weekend getaway or random all-nighters isn't really in the cards. Now that you have a dog, even a late-
night dinner date — let alone the basic camping trip — take more planning. Spontaneity is tough when you have an animal 100 percent dependent on you. For one thing, dogs need potty. You can't leave straight from work until happy hour, then dinner, then night caps or dancing until 2 p..m. If you do, you can find a little unpleasant gift or two waiting for you
on the carpet. Not to mention a lonely dog that's all night, uncomfortable and confused. Another problem is travel. If you're planning a weekend getaway, that means either finding a pet-sitter you trust, or a hotel taking dogs. Even for camping, you need to check that the campsite allows dogs and what the rules are. Road-tripping it? Or fly? How do you get
Fido safely from point A to point B? You're either going to travel less, invest part of your travel budget in boarding or pet sitting, or become an expert in pet-friendly accommodation on the road. And you're definitely going to think about your dog's needs before saying yes to spontaneous weeknight or weekend plans. My first dog was basically a piece of cake.
He was the kind of dog you want to get when you learn how to be a dog owner because he just rolled with everything. He was a happy Labrador retriever mix that His biggest mistakes hated the postman with a passion and ate garden hoses. He went with other dogs, liked to play people, but had an easy-going energy level. Sometimes he'll escape from the
backyard, but we'll find him waiting for us on the doorstep when we got home. I thought that's the way all my dogs would be. If I put in a little work and love, I'll get an equally keeled dog. I was wrong. The thing is, what kind of dog you have isn't entirely dependent on you. What kind of dog you have is mostly dependent on the dog. My second dog is not and
will never even be held, no matter how much work and love I may put into him. He's who he is, and my life with him was 180-degree other than my life with my Labrador mutt. It's totally amazing, don't get me wrong. But it's completely different. Even if you adopt the same dog breed – even if you buy your second dog from the same breeder as your first –
you're going to have a wildly different experience. No two dogs are equal, ever. And while you think you know what you're doing as a dog owner, your second dog may very well take you to new levels of note about dog cognition, from complexity in mens-dog dynamics, of frustration or joy in training. Perhaps one of the worst things you can do when you bring
a dog home is to have expectations that this dog will be the same a — or even similar to — your previous dog. Don't set yourself up for disappointment or frustration. Set yourself up for joy and surprise by letting your new dog reveal himself for who he is if you get to know each other. In fact, as we talk about expectations, let's go ahead and throw all of them
out the window. If you get a dog because you have certain expectations for what your life will be like with one, just know this: It probably won't be what you thought it would be. It will be just as big, but different. Your dog will likely be working more than you expect, probably more frustrating than you'd expect, probably more dirty, smelly, expensive and time-
consuming than you'd expect. But your life with your dog will likely be more fun and more rewarding than you also expect. You'll probably get more obsessed than you expect, post more photos on Instagram than you expect, and buy more matching collar-leash combinations than you expect. Whatever you think owning a dog will be like, it won't quite be so.
Maybe pretty close, maybe wildly different, but certainly not quite like what you expect. One thing about owning a dog is universally true: if you do it right, and going into it with your eyes wide open, bringing a dog into your life is going to be one of the best things you ever do.
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